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on their own. I chose to present on this topic during the 
Fall Faculty Conference to focus on the state of video 
capture solutions available at BYU–Idaho and ways we 
can improve upon the resources that are already available 
to the campus community. 

Like many educational institutions, there are multiple 
capture solutions available to us, ranging from the 
specialized lecture capture platforms to the independently 
licensed or free, simple capture solutions. The current 
campus supported solution for lecture capture is Panopto, 
one of the industry’s best. The system can be used for 
larger classroom capture projects and some special 
rooms have been set up with special equipment to 
leverage the full capability of the software to record the 
full classroom experience. Playback of captured videos 
is through the Panopto hosted site. Unfortunately, only 
10 concurrent user licenses are available to campus, so 
only some departments on campus are taking advantage 
of the availability of this “Cadillac” lecture capture video 
solution. If you or your department would like to look 
closer at this product, contact Nyk Vail, Technologies 
Manager, who can help you get started.

For the majority of campus, this full-featured system 
is not economically scalable as an enterprise solution. 
I’m not advocating swapping that system for something 
different with fewer features, as that would not be prudent 
or appealing. Therefore, most of us are left to use the 
simple tools available through the Kaltura Screen Recorder 
found at video.byui.edu (Kaltura). It too is a supported tool 
available to any faculty to access and use the features to 
do simple desktop presentation recordings. The captured 
content is hosted in the video repository and cataloged 
with the metadata to discover and make content available. 
The limitations to this tool are in functionality. It may be 
too simple to be useful. While it is more widely available 
to our campus users, it uses a Java plugin that can be 
problematic with new browser security settings and does 
not provide any editing options. 

The other option that many faculty members and 
departments have resorted to is independently purchasing 
individual licenses for Camtasia or other third-party 
tools in order to compensate for the lack of features, 
functionality, or availability of the current tool set our 

Working in the library as the Intellectual Property Rights 
and Digital Content Specialist has helped me to better 
appreciate the mountains of digital content available to the 
campus community. This content is constantly growing 
and has the power to transform the way we teach, learn, 
and study. Harnessing this power to help us improve our 
teaching and learning is becoming an essential skill in this 
era of “on-demand” scholarship.

In order to refine this skill, we need tools that will 
better enable us to be independent creators of the type 
of content that students are looking for, specifically 
video. In a recent survey of educational institutions 
using video, an overwhelming majority of respondents 
stated that knowledge of video tools and technology 
are an important part of digital literacy. The survey 
also confirmed that users need easier access to robust, 
intuitive tools that allow them to create and edit videos 
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campus offers. The cost of purchasing multiple licenses can 
quickly add up.

Whether it’s Panopto or some other third-party tool, the 
captured content ultimately ends up being stored either on 
individual desktops, department shared drives, or various 
third-party solutions or websites. This lack of standardization 
around video capture can create silos of content and/
or complicated workflows if one is not using a tool that 
integrates with Kaltura, the video management strategy 
already in place. These problems further complicate and 
limit the viability of using video content as a learning tool. 

President Gilbert recently asked us to consider the 
question, “Why are we doing this, and are there ways of 
doing it better?” There is a way to do more to leverage 
the tools and strategies we’ve already put in place to help 
improve video capture without straining the limited 
resources that the larger systems can require. It doesn’t 
require adopting a completely new product, but rather 
updating our existing Kaltura capture tools to allow the 
improved features and functionality available with the 
IMS Global Learning Consortium Open Video Capture 
Standard . This standard was initiated by Kaltura, the 
platform chosen by the University to manage our video 
content. This new standard provides a framework for video 
capture that empowers both the creator and the end user. 

The Open Video Capture Standard is an XML interface 
for the ingestion of captured content that supports complex 
features such as these:

• Capture of multiple streams simultaneously (Multiple 

cameras can be easily added and configured—one on 

the lecturer and others on a model or lab.)

• Offline recording and background uploading (A 

user could record off site, like in a student teaching 

situation and upload the video later on.)

• The ability to create searchable slides and 

navigation automatically through metadata 

extraction from PowerPoint and Keynote to support 

easy searching of any word in the presentation. 

(Not only useful in searching but in providing 

benefits for accessibility.)

• Video editing (The available editing is limited to 

trimming front and back and clipping content from 

the middle of a video, and so it’s not extremely 

granular, but one can also replace individual slides 

in a presentation as they need to be updated to 

keep content relevant.)

Not only does this standard enhance the features of 
capturing content, but it also empowers the viewer by 
providing a rich playback experience that allows the users 
to do the following:
• Toggle between streams (Viewers can choose the 

camera or view they want and organize the layout 

of the player choosing side-by-side, picture-in-

picture or single stream views.) 

• Use images as bookmarks to quickly locate and 

jump to areas in the video 

• Perform text-based searches (This is based on text 

extracted from PowerPoint and/or Keynote or a 

caption file.)

Kaltura’s new CaptureSpace enhancements can bring the 
features of this Open Capture Standard to campus. A benefit 
of using something like CaptureSpace is that content will 
be automatically published into Kaltura Mediaspace (video.
byui.edu), leveraging the University’s existing video strategy 
to have a single repository for all captured content, allowing 
the content to be more easily curated and managed. It 
would become a seamless end-to-end recording to viewing 
platform available for more of campus. 

Since the existing toolset in Kaltura only provides 
limited functionality (if you use the right internet browser) 
and the Panopto solution is too expensive to scale 

We need tools that will 
better enable us to be 
independent creators of 
the type of content that 
students are looking for, 
specifically video. 
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campus-wide, shouldn’t we consider adding this improved 
functionality to our existing Kaltura platform? Th is would 
not replace the existing systems already in place, it would 
enhance a tool we have been using for several years. 
CaptureSpace is a way to provide the type of experience 
both faculty and students expect from educational video. 

Whether you are an experienced video creator or just 
getting started with recording video content for your 
students, if you think Kaltura’s CaptureSpace might work 
for you, please contact me so that we will better understand 
the demand to fi ll this gap as we explore the possible 
solutions for a campus-wide video capture solution. •
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